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r.F't’TKTTI QN QE A SE4BSE 


MOT THE SO^J OF LADS TAO V/OULD WEAR ZOOT SUITS. "Sir, the Soaboes are attacking 

^ioV< -Charge, you ioci:- .HVhich W, sir?- -South 

yoi’ fool I"-Called Con^jtruction Battalions by the Navy and . 

1 ^ 0 , they can do anything including stringing a telephone line constructing a bridgr, 

•bnildinF'an outhouse or repairing a cigarette lighter. _ 

ThSe^re all kin.ds of ^ys in the Seabees, from the cotton picking champion of 
Iceland, to a former Aumiral in the Sniss Navy. Skilled craltsnon: Dots^of Seabocs 
abandoned high-salr.,'.icd, draft deferred jobs, to got in tne SorvjCf , ard i^hej, ^ on 
think any more of ..hose strikers than a cat doss of mustard. . , . , 

krnished by a Ci.inaraan, their motto "Can Do" means they can handle any kind of 
job that comes along vith just what tools ihat happen to oe handy. sy can build 
tank traps with sticks of macaroni, repaar a lady's wrist watch v.-tl. a stillson 

•’rench, or pitch hay v/ith a on«-prong fork. _ ^ 

• Thry get Marine "boot" training tnd are tougher than leather pie ciaiso. A guy 
isn't con.sidsred a full-fledged Seabee 'til ho can drive a ton penny nail into a 
pine knot with his fist and walk barefooted across red hot stove with a glasr. 

half full of quicksilver on his head. , ^ , ...u 4 .u 

A guy wj-th a faint heart or weak back w'ould be as naich out of place with the 

Seabec-s as a goldfish in a school of man-'^cating sharks. They do any kind of work 
needed by tlu Navy and dui-ing their rest periods, reenforce the Mai’ines. 

Eoenforcinr; the Mari nes is really some thing , aherc is a lol. of difference between 
an order to reenforce Marines and an invituition to an all-day singing and dinner on 
the ground. Between the two, rather than back up the lAarines, I would teJee ray 
chances on going over Niagara Falls in a beer mug. It is a fact, knovm by one and 

all_csoecially the Japs, that a Marine is tougher than an eiepnant hide sanawich, 

and will fight a circle sav, giving it 10 rounds to start. A Marine wo’ilan't need 
anv help for some little something like stopping a tank if he h.ai a T’capon as good 
as" a fly swatter. So any time you take out to aie and abet the Murines you can take 
a ticket on it you are not headed for any Sunday School picnic. 

Seabees work and fight at the same time. This is more confusing than rubbing 
yovr stomach and patting yoxir head at the same time. They have been knovm to throw 
their hammers at the enemy and try to drive nails with hand grenades. The payoff, 
tho', was the Seabee who sawed off a Jap's legs and then jammed his bayon^^t into a 


"Attention menl Over there in the jungle are a thousand Japs, but they are not 
armed v'ith Jinything but rifles, machihe guns, and field artillery. Two hundred of yo 
Seabees lay down you* tools, take this .25 automatic and go over there and clean them 
out. Hurry right back now, because you have got work to do." 

Next to the most outstanding thing about the Seabees ii their morale. It is 
higher than an eagle's dandiuff. Tho most outstanding thing about them is their abi3 
ity to wield a knife and fork. After vjatching them cat, I know why thrre is a short¬ 
age of food. At single handed eating, they shoot aa awfully fast stick, and can spol 
the average glutton the 35 ball. Trying to fill up a Seabee is just like pouring sar. 
in a rat hole, because any one of then can st:uxd i'latfootod and out-eat his vroight i.r, 


tape worms. 

Physically, the Seabee is pretty tough. But, for a skilled man, there has been 
an exception or two. If you are a good iriin, the Seabees v/ili overlook the fact that 
yoxxr feet ahe as flat ns a vfhitc eagle hotcake. If a nan is valuable enough, all 
he needs to do is to be able to see lightning and hear th\inder. In such cases they 
don't examine the applicant's eyes—they just count then. 

I understand that 50 years is the Seabee age limit, but as we hauled three or four 
grandfathers, I have a hunch they don't waste any tco much time investigating how 
many summers he has been around if they want a guy. 7 ran across one, talking about 
the Spanish-Amorican har, and in my line it wouldn't be over 2 to 1 he wasn't in it. 
This Seabee didn't have any more teeth than a Vihite Leghorn hen and when I questioned 
him, he said, -I'll do it if they want me to, but when I signed up I didn't think^ 
they V &3 figuring on me biting the enemy." The guy who had just been hotfooted vdth 
a blow torch described this outfit pretty well when he told me; "Maybe the Seabees 
are a little too tough for me, " as he struck a match on the back of his neck. 

By Hardy (Spider) Rowland. Found and submitted by Art Bolin MM2c. 
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All Hands 

OTJR FIRST BIG JOB 

Did you know that the first 
overseas construction assigiiraent^ 
for the fighting 76th Battalion is 
nov/ coming to an end? Under the 
supervision of Warrant Officer 
Schuler, great progress has Been 
made. 

As most of you taiow, this pro¬ 
ject started only 3 days after V'/e 
arrived^ Approximately l'''^0 men, 
equrp'oed vrLth , nacnewes, 

axes ao i trnsh hoox^' boarrded to-ur-ks' 
anCi were transported severel maj.es 
up the hillsadsy v/here nothing 
could he seen but a jungle mass of 
thorn trees, cactus, and roclcst 
After glancing over the terrain of 
the country, many of the men^look¬ 
ed discouraged, but by carrying 
out the orders of their su.periors 
and fighting the torrific heat, 
and a fev/ mosquitos.) a large space 
was cleared off in a few days;^ 
then stakes wore sot up for ouild- 
ings and excavation started* It 
was tough digging,, but, wo menagod 
to dig through sun baked earthy and 
rocks to whore vfo could estaolish 
a solid foundation. 

As the project progressed and 
other projects wore started, our 
crew gradually dwindled down* By 
the continuous v;ork of all crafts, 
our first project is nearing com¬ 
pletion. , 

This being our first pro 30 ct, 
much moro has been accomplished 
than just’ the construction work* 
Many tslonts in variotis skilled 
trades thau wore not known bac.'C in 
tho Recruiting Station or even in 
the days of Camp Bradford, have 
boon found. 

Since Gvoryono knows whs.t the 
other'can do, wo arc striving to 
sot an oven bettor record for tho 
future * *. 9 * .- E.* C / How ■> om 


' A WORD OF TH ANKS 

I wbuld porsonall^r like to ex¬ 
tend my thanks'to all tho men and 
chiefs v/hc have so v/holo-hc^r/gcdly 
cooperated with mo on this-p'o^dj opt. 
Let’s have tho same spirit •on^.all 
tho projects-, 

- . WARRANT CEPIGER' SCHULER 

MOVIES FOR SEABEES ., 

Scuttlebutt has It that on or 
about Tuesday of next week our nov; 
movie theater, tho Recreation Hall 
on tho west side of tho road, v^ill 
be commissioned. There will bo a 
different shov; every night, one 
shov.'ing for the Marines and an¬ 
other for tho Soabcos of the 7Gth.. 
Wo say more pov/or to this enter¬ 
prise, and wo v;ish to thank those 
responsible for it in advance. 

RANDOM THOUGHTS 

It’s good"!;:) soo Chief R. J. 
(Romeo) Bcrnhs.rdt back with us 
after ten days in the hospital* 

Wo Imow it can’t be heart trouble 
because his heart is in San A.ntoni), 
Texas, ’’wherever that place is''. 
Funny, no one ever hoard of the 
place boforo ho and Chief Evans 
sol, up then r ov/n chamber of com-* 
morco, B',' the v;ay, ask Chief (no 
nerves) Evans abo'’t the ’fcay his 
wi "’o skotehors;: or deesn’t h.o con¬ 
sider those oil* cadets at Kelly 
Field any corripctiticr.? The inform- 
atxon may nec bo ecncrotc but it’s 
ruuorod that she has at least 500 
fl^^ing (joy riders) hours since 
last Docomber. 

Since Paxton got that nev,r ratirg 
to CM2e ho wants to know if ho can 
wear his rating badge on both arms. 
Sorry Jim, regulations say yoii'll 
have to worr^’’ along with it on 
just ono arm, 

NOTICE? n - - Keep away from tho 
laundry. Byron "01c'‘ Olson has 
more now oqaipmont to install, and 
whoii that happens it’s not safe to 
bo anywhere close. Anyone who can 
raise moro hell thvan "01c" could 
run To jo back in his troo v;horo ho 
bolcngs. An^rhow^, congratulations 
to "Olo" on his advanccraont to 'WTEr- 

All tho men are to bo coimnendcd 
for their fine work on the 7 'arious 
projoccs. Beiiovo me, tho TGoh 
really has a lot to show for their 
short 2 months since wo landed. 

Ftimous last words of W.C. IlappoD 
■'V/hcrc’s Bernhardt - Whore’s 
TJgland", whatta lifOc.GoT, Ugland 


FI?0M__CTm I.IA TBS_ DOW N UN DER 
Seaman JT Kj Sim'raoni of Go. D 
continvuce to keep us up to date on 
events down bolov/. He never fails 
to send us -a copy of his paper "Th' 
^3oaboo Now's", and now and tnon v;e 
got a personal letter from him. 













(From Our Mates Do-m ’.Tnder—Cent.) 

V,'e admire him greatly tor the high 
quality of his paper. It is a great 
contribution to the Battalion. A copy of 
each issue of this paper vill be found in 
the Chaplain's office. We v;ish that ’ve 
had more copies. Hov' about sending us 
more of them. 

The life of our Southern Contingent is 
highlighted by soitball. Tncie are 
several softball teams, all in the run¬ 
ning. One ormoro games are played 
nearly every evening. This program is 
under the able direction of Viarrant Offic 
er Clauve. 

Ouj: shipmates have built such good 
quarters for Dr. Barber that he says ho 

may not v'ant to ever leave. 

-sf- 

STUDY .IN MORALE OVER THE HILL 

A. B. Benson, our correspondent from 
'over the hill', felt certain that there 
were a lot of men who v/cro not doing the 
type of work they liked best. He knew 
that the typo of vvork a man is doing a.nd 
w'hether or not he likes it _a big f 
tor in the morale of any •-''atfit r.-s- our'' 
He, therefore, prepared this nuestion 
which .he .posed at random to the first nine 
men ho happened to meet: "Do you think 
your .'trade talents are utilized to the 
fullest, and do you like what you ai'e 
doing?" 

Here are the answers he received: 

Tenney, V.R., MMlc-"I ha.d most of 

my experience driving buses and trucks. 
Right now I feel I fit into the picture 
porftctly, as I am doing that tyxie of 
Vv'ork on our xjroject." 

y/orlcy, Peter Paul, Jr.-GM3c-1 

was employed as a bridge carpenter be¬ 
fore entering the sei'vice. Because 
. I have had small arms experience at 
C.M.T.C., I was sent to gunnery school 
to learn that type of work. I have ad¬ 
justed myself very well and like what I'm 
doing." 

p'riley, Robert, Jr., Ef^2c-"I 

worked v.-ith the U. S. Engineers for 
It years as an electrician and v.-eldor. 

I.'iri doing mechanical repair vrark and 
.ivelding novj. That suits me fine, and, 

I feel that it is what I'm best suited 
.to do." 

, Guse, J., CCM-"You said a mouth¬ 

ful. And how I like my jobI I had been 
doing this work for years before I came 
into the service." 

Johnson, J. P., CMlc-"I worked on 

..raads, bridges, airports, and on gen¬ 
eral construction work in civilian Life. 
•Before I enlisted, I was senior .inspoctoi 
for the Army Engineers in Albuquerque, 
iN. M., District. I'm doing pli'inbing 
work hero bht •.'ould probably like to do 
ro-ad and bridge v.-ork better." 

Burdine, R. 0., CM3c-"I learned 

my. carpenter trade in the CCC caiup and 
now I'm getting my chance to utilize 
my trade. I can't think of anything I'd 
•rather bo doing." 

Givens, A. B., CMlc-"I couldn't 

ask for anything better to do. I'm doing 
the kind of work for which I enlisted to 


contribv.ic my s'.vare t.awards the war ef¬ 
fort." . -1 

MUchoU; -"In .cxvil- _ 

iun iif'O X o:i(. -fin:'sh-v a.nd. 'trim' work 
the cari-en-lor tr,.do, cj I feel right at 
homo '.'./orking 2X- tjoe carpenter saop here. • 

Fishi.^r, J. E., CCM-"I have done 

ever:/ kjnd of construction work one can 
think of, not only- .as a Laborer, bu-t also 
as a. labor forem.a.h: I've been put in 
■'charge of hca^/y equipment here, and I •• 
like that as v/ell as taiything else." 


-if- 


-i;- -Sr 


"T.yKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GME", 

There was a vicious rumour ciruulat- 
ing among the men here that wo had a weak 
softbal]. team. Go your reporter decided 
to look our team over in action and find 
out what the true facts actually were. 

Our team had lost tlicir first three games 
and were to face a very strong team in 
R adio-Scho ol: A team which were the 
proud possessors of two victories out of 
three contests in league competition. 

Both te.aras loolccd very fit v.-hen they 
went into .action.- The game s'cartcd very 
auspiciously w.ith our side making three 
rui'is on "Dutch" Brandstettor' s home run 
in the first innii'ig.. >hid so it went inn¬ 
ing after inning; v-’o literally murdered 
them guys. The final score w'as 8 to 1 
in our favor. 

A.1J. the boy.? lookoa good and tliis is 
the v,-ay our team lined up: 

Dunn, sf - Hood, lb - Humphreys, sr 

-Brandstettor, 3b-Vvhetstinn, c — 

Sweet, 2b —- Puetz, cf-Sigler, rf— 

Harris, If-Ligtitfoot, p. . 

it ir "/t “X" 

t'llio said we couldn't play bcxll? Too 
bad it vfiiB only a -practice game. 

* -if- -;f- -If- -if- 

FROM THE VvATER FRONT — L. W. May 

V!q are ending our fourth week dovm 
here without serious mishaps, accidents 
or fatalities. 

All hands s.cem as contented as coul.d 
be expected. There is considerable grip 
ing abou'o the chov.’, but, that is compli- 
me-nt.ar:-/ to oui’ own Chief Commissary Stew 
ards and Cooks. 

Ue feel like the conduct of our men 
here has given 'the station personnel no 
reason to di.slike che Seabees or the 76t. 
Battalion. 

I personally, am glad that tliey h.ave 
shown real cooperation, but it also make 
ne rather dread to leave, however, I am 
going to leave it all in (Turn to page 
4). 










(Prom the V/atcr Pron\. -Cent.) 
the capable hands of Porbos, OEM 
and Holcombe, COM. 

The yjater Pront Detail Goes To Tovj;h 

^ho' 'f'i'rsi; ’tiling we hear in the' 

morning is the Marino bugler, but | 
v/o*vo learned to stay in bed a fey 
more minutes until the Chief gets! 
up and, intentionally or otherwise, 
pushes his steel bed back and forth 
across the cement floor a few tim'os 
until everyone gets up. Then wo go 
to our dark room and count our 
bananas because they have a way of 
disappearing. Some are always goho. 

After breakfast we clean the 
dock and dross for shore liberty,- 
Then v/o go down to the pier and 
catch our liberty boat. This is an 
interesting trip because there are 
alv/ays different typos of ships and 
subs to 3004 Our boat pulls in to 
the PIcot landing and we have until 
5,t30 to spend in town. 

The Water Pront Detail is sorry 
to bo losing Chief May, He goes to 
another project soon. Ho knows not 
only every phase of construction 
work but also how to get along with 
his men. They have worked well un*» 
dor .his direction and v/o arc sorry 
to see him- leave i 

THE PRIZE WINNERS ' 

Remember? In the lasc issue v/o 
offered a five dollar prize for 
tho best original contribution, the 
best nai^io, and the best slogan for 
tho paper. Contributions submitted 
v/or'o Chief Evans t’article oil "''The 
Value of Athletics'j tho anonymoeis 
’’Revised All-stars*’, Yoonan Palmer's 
"Lot’s Talk about Sports", K, D, 
Nichols’, "Those Loyal Japanese", 
and Poet J, W, Reynold's, ’‘Medi¬ 
tation’’, The decision and tho five 
spot goes to Reynolds. 

Names submitted are "The Beehive 
--P. Worley: "The Builder’’--A, A, 
LoPage; "The Buzzer", "Becs-Whacks", 
"Ho-Hum", "Tho 76 Bugle", "The 76 
Mirror", "Tho Huriiracr"--S. A. Gard¬ 
ner; "Seventy-Six News", "Spirit 
of 76", "Our Battal5.,on"--D,W, Mc- 
Kool; "Soaboo Dragline’’—anonymous, 

Slogans submitted are "You name 
it—we’ll build it;,*’;. ‘’Nothinne is 
impossible—on?y incenvoniont. — 
both by A, A, loPago. 

Como on, mates® Wo -need a bettor 
name and a bettor slo.gan than any 
■jf those suggested-. Pisouris it at 
tho table, in tho barracks, on tho 
job. Wo haven’t yet fou?id the name 
or the slogan for ycur paperThe 
tv/o”fTvc dollar prizes are still 
open, or should we moke it five 
grand? 


L CI TATION 

Has there over boon a sailor yet 
Whoso life at homo he could forgot? 
Altho' ho takes his role in stride 
Does ho not think of homo and 
bride? 

Tho’ he socks solace on tho beach. 
Aren't things ho seeks just out of 
reach? 

Would he not trade his present 
place 

Per a daily smile from a certain 
face? 

Does he not v/bnder why he’s here 
And try to drown his thoughts in 
beer 

Do strikes at homo help ease his 
mind 

And make him thank his Maker kind? 

Is he fed up on the v/ay things run? 
Does ho really like the sv/ord and 
gun? 

Can ho plan a future and depend 
That this conflict all wars will 
end? 

Does ho long for the day when ho 
can see 

A realization of liberty. 

And hope and pray that when its 
thru j‘ 

There’ll be no other hitch to do? 

We only hope that when its done 
x\ lasting peace is surely won 
And that our mates can all return 
To a land not lax, but not too 
stern. 

May Providence extend a hand 
And hc].p the vdnners understand 
That they thomsolvos might have 
been 

Tho victims on the losor’s end. 

And tho’ wo droara and hope and cuss 
We’ll do our part without much fuss 
’’ Just bring this war to a sudden 
stop 

V/ith tho U,S,A, again on Top. 

Tako us back to tho things wo love 
And lot us do v/hat v/e’ro dreaming 
of 

Then perhaps we’ll all forget 
Tho agonios of v;ar, I’ll bet. 

But until such time as the powers 
sec fit 

We’ll argue, fight and cuss our bit 
And trust that there is a seeing 
Eye 

Who’ll rule thc'v/orld from his 
place on higha-i • 

By—J,‘ W, Reynolds 

DIVINE SERVICES 
0730 in Rocroa-cion Hall 
1030 in Marino Movie Theatre 
Catholic Mass --Transportation 
leaves Mess Hall 0915 for Radio 
Station, 

B5.blo Class, 2000 in Recreation 
Hall,- 









REVISED A:J.-gTA?.S 

The following All-Star team was sub¬ 
mitted by an ardent fm. who believes thal 
the team below should be played to repre¬ 
sent the Battalion in l.ieu of tho team 
now representing vis. Although he vjith- 
held his name, we are confident he made 
a fine selection: 

Catcher—-DuBose, H,P, CBM 
Pitcher-i—Winkler, E.R.Jr, Lt, Comdr, 

lb--Johnson, J.B, CBM 

2b-Carrel, G,R, CBM 

313 -—Dickerman, J.O, CY 

ss---Latker, W. Splc(M) 

sf--Jenness, H, SClc 

Xf--Groschen, W.R, COM 

Bolin, A, GMlc 

rf—-—Hairanan, H.O, CBM 

****** 

EDITORIAL 

Boar God: Help me to be a sport in 
this little game of life, I don't ask 
for any place in the lineup; play me 
where you need me, I only ask for the 
stuff to give you a hundred percent of 
what I've got. If all the hard drives 
come ray way, I thank You for the compli¬ 
ment, Help me to remember that You won't 
lot anything come that You and I can't 
handle together. And help mo to take the 
bad breaks as part of the game. Help 
make m 3 thankful for them, 

Andj, God, help me to always play on 
the square, no matter what the other 
playeras do. Help me to come clean. Help 
me to jsec that often the best part of the 
game ias helping other guys. Help mo to 
be a regular fellov; with the other playert 
Finsally, God, if fate seems to upper¬ 
cut mo v;ith both hands and I'm laid up on 
the shixlf in sickness or old ago, help me 
to. tak:s that as part • of the game also. 
Help m-S! not to vihimper or squeal that the 
'■me wins a frameup or that I had a raw 
•lal, ’'Ihen in the dusk I get the final 
cell—ask for no lying, complimentary 
stones.. I'd only like to knov/ that'You 
feel thiat I've boon a good guy...,(Re¬ 
printed from "Bee Lines"). , 

****** 

NOTICE TO SELECTIVE VOLUNTEERS 

About forty "Selective Volunteers" in 
our Bo-ttalion arc v/ondcring (since they 
have boon asked to sign their pay blips ' 
"USN"2 if they are in for s.ix yoa:ijs. 

This scuttlebutt after due investigation, 
is declared to be false. They v/ill be in 
for the duration and six months. 


****** , 

• i 

NOW AND THEN A SOUR NOTE! 

That this camp is not an Eden has booni 
made apparent by two so-called j'^ipos'? 
registered with the Editor,' The |tvro arc: 
(l) No hot water, and (2) too much talk¬ 
ing at night in tho baivacks after rad¬ 
ios are ordered off. This griper consid- 
■rs the radios far proferablo to the talk¬ 
ing, so long as they arc operated "v;ith 
discretion" and not allcwod 'to blare. 


Let's Ta :i.k About-SPORT S & A SMGigi 

Ever^'one likes to climb aboard the 
band v/agon and ride o.lor.g wit!^’. t/'O ".'in¬ 
ner. And it's all too ensr/ to l:.se in¬ 
terest in a team that drops muro games 
than it wins, but it is not alv:ay.o tho 
players' fault when tho team fails to 
land in the win column. It is hrid for 
a player to put out his best and give 
his team mates full support if that play¬ 
er is lacking support himself. 

It isn't nov;s to you that often times 
an organized, red-hot cheering section 
can lift a mediocre team bj’’ its boot¬ 
straps and have it playing hor.ds-up ball. 
So is the opposite true. A heads-up tear 
can play mediocre ball merely because of 
a lack of interest, it's high time to ap¬ 
ply a remedy. 

Now there is no good reason why tho 
76th Battalion ALL-STARS should bo clas¬ 
sified as a mediocre team. Our team 
fields some good ball players; but tho 
Battalion fields very few real support¬ 
ers. The "faithful" could be covnitod 
easily on the fingers of tv;o hands. It 
can't bo expected that tho players vtIII 
turn out for every game unless they know 
the Battalion is behind them. Sure, they 
like to go to movies, read, and catch up 
on correspondence too; but they'll bo 
v/illing to , get in there and pitch if you, 
and you, and you too, v/ill sho7f them that 
you are behind them to a man, 

Vfliat say, sailors, is there anything 
else to bo said? Let's climb aboard our 
band v/agon and ride along y;ith tho win-' 
nor—the 76th Battalion ALL-STARS' 

* * * * 

It suddenly occurred to the writer 
tho other night that v/o aro all too de¬ 
pendent upon some outside agency for a 
means of ontortainm.ont—that if there 
isn't a ball game or a movie to see to 
T/hile away the time between chow and taps 
we aro a.pt to grouse a.bout the injustice 
of it.all. And all tho time, r 3 *.ght under 
our very nose is enough talent to keep us 
entertained for the duration and six 
months. ’ So I would like to raise the 
question, "how about a smoker?". 

It's tinio that plans are being car-* 
ried out that will give us movies in the 
now .Recreation Hall shortly—at least 
that's tho latest scuttlebutt—but it 
seems to mo that a little entertainment 
put on by some of our ovm men v/ould 
really go over, Romenber how Chief "Pap¬ 
py" DuBose and the "Skipper" brought dovm 
tho house at the "Skipper^s" party? Itoy- 
bo they would put on a. "repeat" perform¬ 
ance for us. 

So, Recreation & Wolfarc Department, 
hov/ about a smoker?... .G.M, Palmer Ylc, 

****** 

" THE PRODIGAL SON RETURNS " 

"All is forgive-r.,. cone home at once" 
was the cry hoard at tho time of the last 
issue of our paper. Our pleas have been 
heeded and we truly aro^ happy to have our 
Editor, Harold J. Adolfson, back with us 
once again. 


The Staff 
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THE VALUE OF ATHLflTICS/^ 


Everyone should knov; the tenport- 
ande of some form of daily recrea¬ 
tion and athletics. If it were not 
important for the morale and phy¬ 
sical' being of men, why v/ould Uncle 
Sam -spend millions in seeing that 
athletic programs are carried out? 
Hot only for our armed forces, but 
he is spending millions at home 
providing well supervised community 
recreation centers all over the 
States. What is the basic reason 
for this immense expenditure? 

, What great general was it that 
said before the present conflict 
that if we, of the U.S.A., are 
called on to fight another v/ar like 
the last World War, the only men 
that we could depend on to come 
through would be those athletes v/ho 
have been playing organized compet¬ 
itive sports. That general was none 
other than General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, then Chief of Staffj speak¬ 
ing before Congress on behalf of 
enlarging the Armed Forces of Amer¬ 
ica. What v/as in our famous Gen¬ 
eral’s mind when he made this broad 
statement? 

It/should be kept in mind that 
the .general was an athlete himself 
in, his prime, having been captain 
of the Texas Military College foot¬ 
ball team at San Antonio, Texas, and 
later at West Point, he display¬ 
ed remarkable skill in various 
sports. I v/ould like to name just 
a fev/ cf the assets, v/hich I sun con¬ 
vinced General MacArthur had in 
iTiind: FIRST and perhaps most im¬ 
portant is COOPERATION. Cooperation 
is one of the first things a good 
athlete learns in team play. How 
far will the tall-back get on a weak 
side reverse if the full back and 
guards arc not cutting sown the end, 
line backers, and secondaries? Not 
far. Next I should like to name EN¬ 
DURANCE j This is a very important 
item acquired only through love of 

tho game"-hence training. A boy viao 

can go forty minutes in basketball, 
or one that can go sixty minutes in 
football, will bo the lad that v/ill 
take a hard job and ask for more. 

His physical makeup is so developed 
through thorough training that ho 
has gained self confidence. COORDIN¬ 
ATION is a very Important asset that 
must not bo overlooked by the layman, 
Coordination of mind and muscle, to 
a. degree of proficiency, is indeed 
an asset for sny individual. As 
little as wo think of it, being able 
to do v/ith your body what your mind 
stimulates in a split second, has 
saved many an ill situation. TEAM 
FLAY; The athlete learns that there 


is no such thing as a one ma n 
tea m. Regardless of whether he 
is "on a football field or on the 
battlefield, he conducts hin«olf 
as one part of the team, carrying 
out his assigned tasks and duties, 
and knov/ing at the same tine that 
his buddies are doing the same. 

This instills a feeling of self- 
assurance to all men involved. 

Every athlete knov/s the importance 
of the,meaning of the word DISCI¬ 
PLINE. A person cannot just be 
told that ho should, discipline 
himself. This does not v/ork. ... 

But if a man can be shown through 
actual team play, v;horc v/ithout 
discipline the team v/ould not be a 
winner, then the importance of di/j- 
ciplino is taught. Say for in¬ 
stance that in baseball the coach 
calls the old suicide squeeze in 
the last inning v/ith one man out 
and the score t?cd. The batter 
being somov/hat of a ,slugger de¬ 
cides to hit at the first ball 
over—He cuts at the first ball, 

, ”a Texas Leaguer". It is fielded 
if and caught by a heads-up third 
baseman, while the runner, who’s 

I f coming in homo at full speed on 
I the squeeze, is tagged out at third 
■ thus retiring the side. Had the 
! batter boon a disciplined individ¬ 
ual, ho Y/ould have layed the ball 
down and thus lotting the rvmnor 
squeeze homo. This v/ould have 
*'broken the tie and v/on the game. 


‘ honor and pride 

r 

^ Some men of this Battalion do 
'not use much forethought or consid- 
doration in the way they conduct 
jthomsolvos while riding on the lib- 
[erty buses. Making such remarks 
'to v/omen as; "Hi, you old 
‘■or "Hi, Also the remark, 

"There goes a 4F’r", is V'ry coi - 
;mo'i?.y said to civilian malo.s. 

I, personally, believe th^lj there 
is definitely something v/rong v/ith 
any of the men guilty of making 
such clandehous remarks. Men guil- 
! ty of making such remarks' do not 
pride in the fact that they are 
'/^-..^ring a uniform of the United 
.j'States Navy, the greatest and 
fightingest navy ever assembled 
.under one flag. V/cmanhood to ev¬ 
ery one of us should bo, if it is 
not already, something dear, sweet, 
*and courageous. In conolucion, I 
would like to ask the question to 
'those individuals that are guilty 
‘of making those remarks—How would 
•you like it if anyone said remarks 
"to, or about your mother, sister, 
pr v/ife like the ones you have said 
■jto someone olse’s mother, sister 
or wife? Lot’s think it over fel¬ 
lows • 

--S. W, Evans, CSp(A) 
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